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Acording to the Tim Tebow Foundation, “Night to Shine 
is an unforgettable prom night experience, centered on 
God’s love for people”. Defiance has proven  that Night 
to Shine is absolutely that and so much more. The event 
is a worldwide event that occurs on the same night (the 
Friday before Valentine’s Day) at hundreds of churches 
across the globe. Honored guests with special needs 
ages 14 and up are honored and celebrated with a red 
carpet entrance, paparazzi, shoe shining stations, pro-
fessional photographers and videographers, a catered 
dinner, limo rides, karaoke  and more.  

With the collaboration of two Defiance-based organiza-
tions whose heart and mission is to serve area families 

with individuals with special needs, it was evident from the very beginning that this event would impact 
Defiance in a multitude of ways. The Engage ministry of Family Christian Center and Promedica’s Kaitlyn’s 
Cottage have partnered together for over two years to align our visions along with that of the Tim Tebow 
Foundation.  

 When the first Defiance Night to Shine occurred in 2018, the community got on board and rallied be-
hind the mission to bring Night to Shine to Defiance in a big way. The Night to Shine Steering Team had a 
vision for year one and that vision was entirely supported by the community, with nearly $25,000 in mone-
tary and service donations. The 2018 event can only be described as a “God thing”; where every single need 
was met effortlessly. Every penny that was needed, every service that was needed, every single detail and 
need was met in astounding ways, thanks to the generosity, goodness  of the Defiance community.  

 With the wisdom, insight and faith that the team developed from the 2018 event, planning for the 
2019 event began in August of 2018. The team had huge visions, expanding from the previous year and en-
couraging one another that dreaming big is what God wants of this event. Every single community mem-
ber that was involved with the 2018 event was on board for bigger and better in 2019. Everything from li-
mos, DJ’s and decorations- every single person involved set the expectation that expanding and growing 
the vision for this event would happen for 2019.  

Night to Shine 2019 
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Bigger and better, however, comes with a bigger price tag. During a Steering Team meeting at the 
end of 2018, the team quickly realized that the focus had to be on fundraising. We were about 4 months 
away from the event and very few donations had come in to cover the, then, $10,000 budget. The team des-
perately needed finances to cover the gap between the donated services and the outgoing funds. Through 
community, friendships and connections, the NTS Steering team was connected with The Defiance Area 
Foundation (DAF).  

The financial needs of Night to Shine were made known and The DAF team and numerous donors 
met those needs within a WEEK! What an incredible testament to God’s hand in this event and confirmation 
that the greatest impacts and testimonies of our lives come in the form of connection and relationships! In 
less than a week, we went from a bit of worry over finances to complete peace that the vision the steering 
team had for this event is now easily attainable.  

The DAF was most certainly instrumental to the success of the 2019 NTS. We could not be more 
grateful to this organization for their involvement with Night to Shine and for their willingness to stand 
with us in this powerful event.   Between the generosity of the DAF and the other 50 sponsors for this 
event, Night to Shine 2019 turned out to be a $52,000 event!! 

The impact of this generosity was so evident as love and joy radiated off of every single honored 
guest AND volunteer on that night on February 9th, 2019. It’s incredibly rare and utterly impactful to stand in 
unity with 375 other volunteers and countless donors whose collective purpose is to selflessly give and 
serve.    It absolutely astounds us that this expression of love and celebration of humanity is made possi-
ble by our little community who as chosen to stand together to demonstrate generosity, kindness and love 
for one another. We are so very blessed.     -NTS Steering Committee  2019 


