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hen Christine Yoder spoke to me about the “Member Spotlight” I thought 
back to the day that Tom Hubbard and Chad Peter called me about be-
coming a part of the Foundation. They explained that one of the goals of 

the Defiance Area Foundation was to become more “county wide” and they had never 
had any Board Members from Hicksville. Could I please give them a list of names or sug-
gestions and would I be willing to serve. I must admit that I did not have a good under-
standing of how the Foundation worked, who qualified for grants, where the money came 
from, etc. After their excellent explanation, the fact that a lot of the money came from the 
Hicksville area and with some trepidation, I agreed to serve a 3 year term which quickly 
became 6 very short but enlightening years. I am thankful for those years, the wonderful 
people that I may not have otherwise met and the dedicated work of all the officers and 
members, past and present. Gene Smart’s vision for our county has turned out to be a 
blessing for so many people and organizations, truly enhancing and enriching the lives of everyone in Defiance County.  
            - Bruce Guilford 

Dear Friends: 
Think Spring!  I know very soon we will be basking in the glow of the beautiful 

sunshine as we admire the spring flowers.  Tulips make me smile as I see them 

in full bloom!  We thank you, our neighbors and friends, for supporting your 

community foundation this year.   We are enjoying our new location (we 
moved last fall) and are thankful when visitors stop in to say hello.  An open 

house is planned this spring and we will keep you posted on the date.  Wishing 

you and your family a warm and wonderful spring and summer and many 
blessings and joyful memories with your families.  Please contact us if we can help in any way with grant-making, gift-

ing, community projects, or volunteer opportunities.     Gratefully, Chris Yoder, Executive Director 
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Defiance Area Foundation recently awarded the following grants: 

Fort Defiance Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution - to erect 

two monuments at the Defiance County Home cemetery listing the names, 

birthdates, and death dates of the 123 people who are buried there. 

 

Defiance Community Cultural Council - to fund a third band for the Jazz   

Festival in June. The Defiance Community Cultural Council (DCCC) provides 

opportunities for Defiance area citizens to come together, to see, to listen, to 

talk, to share the rich traditions of their cultures, and to welcome and embrace 

the diversity of all people.  Defiance will become a more vibrant community 

with a sense of historical identity, cultural awareness and receptivity, a respect 

for historic preservation, and a commitment 

to lifelong learning.   
Member Spotlight: 



ProMedica Health System, Inc. Donor Advised Fund 

Thank you to Dr. Julie Yaroch and the Community Advocacy Group of  

ProMedica Health System for creating a fund through The Defiance Area 

Foundation.  This fund will assist ProMedica in fulfilling their mission to 

benefit the health needs of Defiance County.  Grants may be used in a va-

riety of ways to benefit the needs of children through adults for food inse-

curities, and/or health related initiatives.  Your support is needed and ap-

preciated and we thank you for supporting Defiance County. 

Featured Fund: Defiance Baseball Endowment   

Your investment today will ensure that our programs continue their greatness. 
Interest from this fund will be available annually to support baseball programs 

in Defiance County.  From the youngest players to our newest rising stars, you 

can support Defiance baseball players today and tomorrow.  

Gifts to the Foundation can be made in a number of ways. 

Outright gifts are the most common, but planned gifts are 

encouraged (named in Wills, Trusts, or as beneficiary of 
IRA or Life Insurance). The Endowment can accept cash, 

securities and real estate. No amount is too large or too small!  Please 

consider a gift to support baseball in our Community! 

 

What’s My Role? 

Responsibilities of a Non-Profit Board Member 
 

We will be sponsoring a semi-

nar this fall on your role as a 

non-profit Board Member.  
 

 Continuing education credits 

will be awarded.  Watch our 

newsletter  for a date and more 

details.   

Scholarship Opportunities 
 

The Defiance Area Foundation awarded nearly $10,000 this year 

in scholarships from various funds.  How do you establish a schol-

arship fund?  We have had the privilege of working with donors in 

establishing educational scholarships over the past years.  Each of 

these is unique, have specific goals and objectives, and improve 

the quality of life for Defiance County 
and those individuals served.  Scholar-

ship Funds can be created by a donor or 

an organization and are often a tribute to 

a milestone event, or to honor a celebrat-

ed life.  The donor can determine the 

scholarship guidelines  Call DAF at 

(419) 782-3130 for more information. 

What does Philanthropy mean to you? 

What do you think of when you hear the word philan-

thropy? What does philanthropy mean to you?   

Deanna wrote...It means giving of one’s resources,   ei-

ther time, voice or money, to a beneficial cause for the 

greater community good.  Cheryl said...Philanthropy is 

looking outward, rather than inward (i.e. the other, or 

community well-being is the focus rather than self focus). 

It is giving of time, energy, knowledge, or money to aid 

others. Helping others also helps us, either through the 

improvement of the community, or the satisfaction of  

having contributed to a greater good.                            

Now it’s your turn...what does philanthropy mean to 

you?  Please share your stories and e-mail to defounda-

tion@defnet.com.  We have a gift for the first three people 

who respond.  We also want to hear how grants that you 

have received have made a difference in your non-profit 

work in the community, or touched you personally. 

New Fund: 


