
“In 2016, after working and living in Indiana for 8 years, my wife Lisa and I decided that we wanted to eventually move 
back to Hicksville and raise our family in the same great town that we both grew up in. I knew I wanted to get involved 
in an organization that would allow me to give back to the Hicksville community but would also allow me to meet other 
people in the area.  After sitting down with Chris Yoder, I was very impressed to learn how successful the DAF has 
been at gathering, managing, and distributing funds not only in Defiance, but to all of the small towns in the area,     

including Hicksville. 
 
With all of the things that people can do with their money, I most    
admire someone who chooses to give it away in order to benefit the 
lives of others.  I am sure that many area towns struggle to find the 
funds to take on large projects and it is great to see an organization like 
the DAF be able to step in and help those dreams become a reality.  It 
is probably impossible to put a number on how many people in Defi-
ance County have benefited from the Foundation, but I am extremely 
proud to be part of an organization that is continuously dedicated to 
improving the quality of everyday life for everyone in Defiance     
county.”   Kirk Collins—DAF Member 
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Member Spotlight: 

Dear Friends: 
Spring is in the air and summer is around the corner.  As we approach our year end, 
we wanted to share some exciting news this past quarter—please read the additional 
comments in the body of the Newsletter: 

 We’ll be moving our offices to 613 West Third Street (old Chamber offices then 
most recently Curves) on June 1st. 

 We added  a third money manager from Hicksville—Collins & Guilford. 

 Assets are at our highest ever $7,536,732. 
We thank our members, donors, and friends who help to make our growth possible 
and we thank you for your continued support. Please continue to communicate with us 
as to how we may serve you and the community better. 
     Christine Yoder—Executive Director 

Grants Approved at Board Meeting 10/27/16 
Defiance Area YMCA 
Defiance Community Cultural Council 
Huber Opera House (Hicksville) 
Veteran’s Memorial Park (Hicksville) 
Defiance Public Library 
Story Book Adventure (United Way) 
Defiance Youth Football 
 
Grants Approved at Board Meeting 4/27/17 
Black Swamp Boy Scouts—shower house 
4-H Camp Palmer—high ropes 
Junior Achievement—program materials 
Andrew Tuttle Memorial Museum—exhibits 
Defiance County Furniture Bank-bed frames and mattresses 

Total Grants awarded: 

Community Fund to date 

$89,500 to 10 

organizations 

 

Restricted Fund awarded: 

$199,645 to 33  

organizations 



 Fund Spotlight— 
Ayersville Education Foundation 

The Ayersville Education Foundation partnered with The Defiance Area 

Foundation in 2010 to create a Fund to solely benefit Ayersville Local 

Schools. The Defiance Area Foundation manages the investment of the 

funds, utilizing local money managers.  The current investment policy 

consists of 60% stocks and 40% bonds.   Ayersville Education Foundation  

serves as the “Board” for reviewing, monitoring, and overseeing the assets and grants in this fund. 

 

Contributions to the Foundation are used to prepare Ayersville students for future endeavors through       

relevant educational programs and activities and through improvement of facilities and equipment.  The 

Foundation also provides two $1,000 college scholarships each year to a male and female graduate of 

Ayersville High School. Gifts to the Foundation can be made  in a number of ways. Outright gifts are the 

most common, but planned or deferred gifts are also accepted. Giving options include Cash Gifts, Memorial 

Gifts, Bequests, Gifts of Securities, Gifts of Life Insurance, and Charitable Remainder Trusts.  In honor of its 

20th Anniversary, the Foundation has a 20/20 campaign.  Donations may be made in recognition of 

the AEF providing services to the Ayersville students for the past 20 years and into the future.   

Please contact us at (419) 782-3130 for more information. 

Online giving is a small, but growing 
source of funding 

 
Online giving has been steadily growing. Ac-
cording to Blackbaud’s 2015 Charitable Giving 
Report, 93% of funds given to nonprofit organi-
zations came from traditional means and 7.1% 
came in online. 

 
 Increased 9.2% from 2014 to 2015. 
 Number of gifts increased 13% 
 Small organizations continued to see the 

largest growth in online giving 

AVERAGE ONLINE GIFTS 
       
    
 One-Time                Monthly 
          $82           $22 
 
 

 

         0.8%    
           Of wesite visitors                                                               
        made a donation 
 

 

For every 1,000 website visitors, a non-
profit raises $612 

We are moving! 
     

The new Foundation of-
fices will be located at 613 
Third Street.  This was 
formerly Curves—and  the 
old Chamber offices.  We 
will be moving June 1st.  If 
you have a conference 
table you may be willing 
to donate, please let us 
know. 

Collins and Guilford Wealth Advisors  
Hicksville, Ohio 

We have recently added a third money manager to our 
investment mix.  Collins & Guilford, L.L.C. Wealth 
Advisors in Hicksville, Ohio. We are thankful for the 
continued support of our donors and friends that have 
enabled us to grow our assets and partner in our neigh-
boring community.   


